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Higher input costs and tighter margins require a complete grain management system to make your operation as profi table as 
possible. The complete line of Farm King grain handling equipment ensures you get top dollar for your crop. With decades of 
grain handling experience, Farm King offers everything you need to get your grain to market after it leaves the combine. 

Visit www.farm-king.com to 
fi nd a dealer near you.
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Crankin’ Up Family Fun
In 2007, Lou Buice, president of Golden Acres Genetics, and his 
sons acquired a Rumely Oil Pull 18-35 Model “F” tractor, which 
had been shipped to their county new in 1918. After two years of 
hard graft restoring the tractor to 
mint condition, the Buice family 
invited the descendants of the 
original owners of the tractor, as 
well as the family of the collector 
Buice had purchased it from, 
for an afternoon of mechanical 
a p p r e c i a t i o n .  “ We  h a d  a 
homecoming with this tractor, and 
that’s what really started things,” 
says Buice.

Each spring, for the past four 
years, the Buice Tractor Crankin’ 
event has attracted an ever-
growing crowd of antique tractor 
enthusiasts, now in the hundreds, 
who view the machinery as more 
than gears and wheels in motion, 
but as mechanical art. Ninety percent of the collection is dated 
between 1913 and 1919, and the oldest attraction—a 1911 
International Harvester Type “D” Titan—just celebrated its 100th 
birthday last year with special guest driver Lieutenant Colonel 
Richard E. Cole, who flew as Col. James H. Doolittle’s co-pilot in 
the Doolittle raid over Tokyo in April 1942.

If that isn’t enough to set a historian’s heart aflutter, after a 
fish fry lunch, home-made ice cream is served from a five-gallon 
ice cream freezer run by an antique one-lunger engine. 

However, it’s not only hard-core enthusiasts who enjoy the 
day out at the Buice Ranch near Waco, Tex.—as the tractors are 
cranked one by one down the line, the crowd of children and 
adults alike are animated with excitement as they hear the first 
low rumblings of the tractors of yesteryear. 

Although he says the crankin’ is a good opportunity to 
shape the perception of American farmers in the eyes of everyday 
consumers, Buice isn’t trying to sell seed at this event—that’s 
not really the purpose, he says. “It’s about fellowship and people 

Five-Star 
 Seed Attractions
From freedom rides to tractor crankin’, members of the seed industry are showing 
their passionate sides by weaving hobbies and industry together and coming up 
with unique, fun, family-oriented events.

coming together,” says Buice. Therefore, in its own unique way it 
strengthens his relationships within the county.

“It’s a relaxed environment where people have an opportunity 
to visit and tell their stories. Hopefully we’re making new memories 
for some people,” he says. “We’re also doing a little bit to preserve 
the history of agriculture, especially the mechanics and how that 
has played a part in the evolution of agriculture.”

Gearing Up for Success
Robots may not spring to mind when thinking about agriculture, 
but they pack the house at the Iowa State Fair—all in the name 
of seed.

Every year, youths from grades five through 12 come from 
all over the state to participate in the Bratney Companies 4-H 

Lou Buice’s youngest son, Ty Buice, on the flywheel cranking a 1914 Hart Parr Oil King.
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Robotics Challenge. Last year, almost 100 participants were 
cheered on by thousands of educators, family members, fairgoers 
and fellow students, drawing one of the largest crowds at the state 
fairgrounds in Des Moines.

The Robotics Challenge is a real-time competition to design 
and build robots that can accomplish a specific set of tasks. 
Peter Bratney, vice president of Bratney Companies, loves the 
excitement and game-show atmosphere of the event. “The kids 
get so excited about the technology and the sense of competition,” 
he says. “They are jumping up and down and clapping when their 
designs work—when they don’t work, you can see the agony of 
defeat, and it’s back to the drawing board.” 

He says sponsoring the challenge was a logical move for 
Bratney Companies. “4-H is heavily vested in bringing the values, 
principles and exposure of the world of agriculture to kids and 
young adults, so looking to partner with them in the Robotics 
Challenge was a very natural fit,” explains Bratney.

In 2010, Bratney Companies made a five-year commitment 
of $25,000 to establish the program and bring it to the state fair. 
Bratney expects the third year of the challenge, taking place this 
year on August 10 and 11, to attract even more participants and 
larger crowds.

The event directly links careers in engineering with the 
seed industry. “These youths who are developing the robotic 
applications today in the competition are the ones who will one 
day put their skills to work as engineers and problem-solvers for 
companies like ours, which develop applications for the seed 
industry and help them feed the world,” Bratney says.

Field Day Goes Hog Wild
On a beautiful day in 2008 while driving to a field day in northwest 
Iowa, Shannon Latham, vice president of Latham Hi-Tech Seeds, 
came up with a whole new direction for Latham’s field tours in a 
moment of inspiration.

“I saw a motorcyclist broken down by the side of the road, 
and he didn’t look really bothered by that fact,” says Latham. “I 
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remember thinking, ‘he knows as soon as he gets that bike back 
together there is nothing between him and his sense of freedom. 
He’s going to be flying down the highway and he gets to call his 
own shots, and go wherever it is he wants to go.’”

From that moment, the “Freedom of Independence 
Ride” came into being. “People who ride motorcycles tend to 
be independent thinkers and free spirits, and the people who 
plant our seed are also independent farmers and free thinkers,” 
says Latham.

Five-Star 
 Seed Attractions

Young 4-H members participate in last year’s Bratney Robotics Challenge.

A rider makes a field stop during Latham’s annual Freedom of 
Independence ride.
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The Illinois Crop Improvement 
Assn., Inc. (IL Crop) CEO position 
will become available pending 

fall retirement of the incumbent. IL Crop is 
widely known for delivering a broad portfolio 
of third-party services to the agri-food industry 
which includes seed, feed and food.

IL Crop recently designated the Puerto Rico 
Winter Farm department to function as a full 
division, to be lead by a Division Manager in 
Puerto Rico.

Three technical departments: Seed Laboratory, 
Identity Preserved Grain Laboratory and Field 
Services (includes Greenhouse) are based at the 
headquarters location in Champaign, Illinois.

POSITION 
OPENING

For more information contact 
Dr. Dennis Thompson

dthompson@ilcrop.com • 217.359.4053 
www.ilcrop.com 

It proved to be the perfect fit—125 bikes and around 150 
riders have been tearing up the highway each August for the past 
three years, exploring local attractions as well as talking shop—
upcoming traits, technologies and what’s in the pipeline—at field 
stops, and finishing up with a hog roast (no pun intended).

From the lakes in northwest Iowa to the rolling hills of 
Wisconsin, the scenery is different every year for the bikers as 
they tour 100 miles of new Latham territory. “Every ride takes 
on its own persona,” says Latham.  “Last year we ferried across 
the Mississippi River. It was so cool to see the whole ferry lined 
with bikes.”

On August 25, this year’s Freedom of Independence Ride 
begins and ends at the company’s headquarters in Alexander, 
Iowa, and marks the 65th anniversary of Latham Hi-Tech Seeds. 
It’s an occasion for people with a passion for riding to come 
together, and an opportunity for Latham to share her passion 
for seed, farming and her customers. “I really love the chance 
to meet people and hear their stories. As a family-owned and 
independent seed company we like to get close to our customers,” 
says Latham.

When Bigger is Definitely Better
When Sonny Beck, president of Beck’s Superior Hybrids, launched 
his first field show in 1964, 50 growers attended. This year, Beck’s 
Hybrids’ annual Becknology Days and Practical Farm Research Field 
Shows will attract over 11,000 people.

“It didn’t happen overnight,” says Scott Beck, Beck’s vice 
president. “We started out small and continued to add things we 
thought our customers would like and appreciate. It keeps growing.”

Latham’s annual Freedom of Independence ride takes participants down the highway, making stops in various field plots along the way.
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Ag-Biotech single nucleotide polymorphism (SNP) assessments 

are economical, reliable and fast. Since 1997, plant breeders 

around the world have chosen Ag-Biotech to gain a competitive 

edge with faster analysis and more growth opportunities.

Best Traits • Less Cost • Less Time
Centrally located to California's lush agricultural regions, 

Ag-Biotech is the leading independent genomics laboratory. 

Our stOur streamlined procedures are designed to solve complex 

trait issues with start-to-finish marker tracking.

Visit agbiotech.net and start accellerating assessments today.

B R E E D  W I T H  S N P  S P E E D

001 831 635 0206
www.agbiotech.net

B R E E D  •  P R O T E C T  •  R E A P



8 SEEDWORLD.COM

Advanta US is an operating unit of Advanta, a global seed company.
© 2011 Advanta US, Inc.  SG (logo) is a registered trademark of Advanta US, Inc. D-ADV-12007a SW

Advanta US
1-800-333-9048
www.AdvantaUS.com

Sorghum for Forage Field Guide 
Call today for your copy of this 132-page 
comprehensive production guide. 

Sorghum for Forage 

Field Guide

800.333.9048

Growing

   Value

GreenGreenin the

$14.95

5 Facts
Every Grower Should Know about Sorghum

1. Sorghum genetics are not the same as your father grew.

2. Sorghums can produce as much or more yield as corn.

3. Sorghums (BMR 6) can make more palatable and more  
 digestible high quality forage than corn silage.

4. Sorghums grow with less input and less water  
 for less cost than corn.

5. Call us to learn about the new generation  
 of SG sorghums for grain and forage.

For more information on the companies and events 
featured in this article, visit:

Golden Acres Genetics—Buice Tractor Crankin’
gaseed.com

Bratney Companies—4-H Robotics Challenge
bratney.com

Latham Hi-Tech Seeds—Freedom of 
Independence Ride
lathamseeds.com

Beck’s Hybrids’—Becknology Days and Practical 
Farm Research Field Shows
beckshybrids.com

It’s no wonder Becknology Days has become one of the biggest 
fi eld days in the Midwest—it’s a heady mixture of fun, friends, 
facts and food for the whole family.

From tours covering practical farm research findings, 
new products and traits, technology previews, and the latest 
production and management practices to live demonstrations on 
farm safety, Longaberger basket weaving and cooking on wood 
pellet grills, Becknology Days has something for everyone—
including a kid’s corner dedicated to activities that make the 
little ones squeal with delight.

The three-day event may have grown over the years, but its 
original purpose has stayed the same—to ensure farmers have the 
best tools to help them run their operations, and to provide an 
opportunity for those growers to meet the Beck’s family of owners 
and employees.

“It’s a chance for us to visit with customers and get caught 
up with them. Whether it’s the employee bringing people in on 
the golf carts or the person giving the talks, everybody tries to 
make the people attending feel special that day and to show our 
appreciation for them coming,” says Beck.  Kari Belanger

President Sonny Beck addresses the audience at Becknology Days.
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Industry Knowledge
Your reputation is critical. You need an industry partner that knows your business. 
Smooth-wall, hopper bottom seed bins from Meridian Manufacturing ensures your 
seed stays pure. We know the details matter and Meridian bins offer superior 
clean out – protecting your investment.

To learn more, visit www.MeridianMFG.com.

What do YOU need?

© 2012 Meridian Manufacturing Group. Registered Trademarks Used Under License.

www.MeridianMFG.com
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PREPARING for 
PATENT EXPIRATION

The seed industry aims to ease 
the transition of seed technology 
once patents expire.

DURING THE past year and a half, a core group of 
individuals representing the U.S. seed industry have 
been working through the details of creating a framework 

to help transition from patented to generic biotech events.
In 2014, the first widely grown plant biotechnology event 

will lose patent protection with many more to come in the 
following years.

“This creates a challenge for the industry,” says Bernice 
Slutsky, American Seed Trade Association vice president of 
science and international affairs. “Even though an event comes off 
patent here in the United States, it’s still highly regulated around 
the world and that’s important to keep in mind.”

ASTA and the Biotechnology Industry Organization have 
been proactive in leading the efforts to develop a mechanism 
which ensures international regulatory approvals and proper 
product stewardship are maintained so U.S. commodity exports 
are not impeded.

The Accord is Born
The two organizations put together a joint working group 
comprised of big and small seed companies, trait providers and 
those who license traits. Stakeholders such as the North American 
Export Grain Association and American Soybean Association 
have regularly been invited to provide input to make sure their 
concerns are being addressed.

“While there is an immediate need to develop a framework 
to enable a clear and predictable transition to generics, the U.S. The main concern is that U.S. commodity exports, such as corn, are not 

impeded when an event comes off patent.
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value chain needs a long-term and sustainable solution and we 
want to make sure everyone is on board with our efforts,” says 
Matt O’Mara, BIO Food and Agriculture Section director of 
international affairs.

O’Mara and Slutsky explain that a framework called the 
Accord is being developed to create a smooth transition from 
proprietary events to generic events in the seed industry.

“Our main goal is to make sure we protect the entire value 
chain from trade disruption,” O’Mara says. “In addition, we want 
to provide a clear path forward for the transition from proprietary 
to generic events, encourage business opportunities and support 
innovation, which includes protecting intellectual property rights 
and providing fair compensation for proprietary regulatory data 
and authorizations.”

A few key elements of the Accord are that it is voluntary 
and open to any entity to become a signatory, it’s a contractually 
binding process and there is increasing responsibility dependent 
on whether the signatory has a patented biotech event or intends 
to commercially utilize the event once its patent expires.

The Accord will be comprised of two agreements. The 
first agreement, the Generic Event Marketability and Access 
Agreement, addresses access to single, off-patent biotech events 
and the maintenance of regulatory approvals. This agreement 
will encompass a relatively straightforward approach such that 
the single, off-patent event will be made available and regulatory 
authorizations will be maintained for a specific period of time by 
the originator with no compensation. Once the originator decides 
to no longer maintain authorizations, there will be a transition 
process should entities be interested in continuing to market the 
generic event. 

The second, more detailed agreement is called the Data Use 
and Compensation Agreement. This agreement also focuses on 
access to a generic event but in a more complete way, addressing 
use and compensation for proprietary regulatory data for any 
use, including the creation of proprietary stacked seed products 
containing a generic event.  

Challenges to Address
As ASTA has progressed though the development of the Accord, 
one reoccurring complication is, with the exception of the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture and the U.S. Food and Drug 

Administration, most regulatory authorities require new and 
separate authorizations for any new combination of stacked biotech 
events, even if the single events in a stacked product have received 
authorization. Therefore, the regulatory data for the single events 
in a stacked product is an important component of the regulatory 
dossier for a stacked product. 

It’s also important to keep in mind that the regulatory 
requirements for stacked products don’t change, regardless of the 
intellectual property rights status of events comprising the stack.

“The first agreement, referred to as the Generic Event 
Marketability and Access Agreement, should be finished this 
summer,” Slutsky says, “while the second agreement, known as 

“Our main goal is to make sure we protect the 
entire value chain from trade disruption.”

— Matt O’Mara
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Nobody understands the importance of helping each 
seed reach its genetic potential more than we do.   
At Valent U.S.A. Corporation, we’re passionate 
about developing innovative products that help 
growers get the best return on their investment. 
And our parent company, Sumitomo Chemical 
Company, Limited, is dedicated to investing in new 
seed protection technologies. 

We understand that even the best chemistries can 
be made better with the right formulations, and our 
experienced team of world-class researchers works 
tirelessly to discover them. Our patent-pending 
Lock Tight™ Technology is changing the face of seed 
protection with unmatched retention, handling and 
performance. To learn more about our state-of-the-art 
seed protection products, talk to your Valent seed 
protection professional or visit www.valent.com.
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the Data Use and Compensation Agreement, needs more time to 
address all the fi ner details.”

Slutsky equates the development of the Accord with the 
proverbial onion. “Some of the issues are complex,” she says. 
“Right when you think you’ve made some headway, another layer 
is peeled back and there’s a whole other set of issues that need to 
be taken into consideration.”

Creating Transparency
O’Mara and Slutsky both say that, in the end, the Accord will 
provide transparency and predictability so that all parties involved 
know what is expected when patents expire. To help companies 
better understand the Accord, a guidance document will be 
created once the legal language to the two approaches is complete.

“For seed companies, it provides a clear means to take 
advantage of commercial opportunities of off-patent biotech traits 
while ensuring domestic and international regulatory approvals are 
maintained,” they note.

The Accord is still being drafted, but ASTA and BIO remain 
committed to the effort and to the development of a framework 
that meets the needs of stakeholders and the U.S. seed industry.

Julie Douglas

Editor’s Note: Julie Douglas is the director of communications for the 
American Seed Trade Association.

The Accord will provide transparency and 
predictability so that all parties involved know 

what is expected when patents expire.

Accord at a Glance
A few key elements of the Accord being developed by the 
American Seed Trade Association and the Biotechnology 
Industry Organization are:  

•  It’s voluntary and open to any entity to become a 
signatory.

• It’s a contractually binding process.

•  There is increasing responsibility dependent on 
whether the signatory has a patented biotech event or 
intends to commercially utilize the event once its patent 
expires.

•  It will be comprised of two new agreements: the 
Generic Event Marketability and Access Agreement and 
the Data Use and Compensation Agreement.
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U.S. PRESIDENT Harry Truman was renowned 
for being blunt. Reportedly, at a speech to 
a Washington garden club, he kept referring 

to the fact that fl owers need manure. Now, in those days, even 
the word “manure” was a little extreme for such ladies, and 
afterwards one complained to Mrs. Truman. “Can’t you get the 
President to say ‘fertilizer?’”

“Heavens, no,” Mrs. Truman replied. “It took me twenty-fi ve 
years to get him to say ‘manure.’”

Say It Like It Is
The Global Crop Diversity Trust 
continues to make strides in securing 
food security in the United States 
and worldwide.

14 SEEDWORLD.COM

If there is one thing that gets no respect, it’s fertilizer. There 
is less serious talk about it than any other topic of legitimate and 
signifi cant concern to world food security.

Everyone knows that plants feed us and fertilizer feeds 
plants. But on the rare occasion the topic arises in social 
conversation it’s as the butt of a joke.

The Joke’s On Us 
Nutrient defi ciency in farmers’ fi elds is a major factor limiting 
global food production. Nitrogen, phosphorus and potassium 
are the key components for fertilizers. Nitrogen fertilizers are 
produced through a process that makes heavy use of natural gas, 
thus availability and price are closely correlated with the energy 
market. But phosphorus is a different story.

Plants require phosphorus. It’s an essential nutrient for plant 
growth. Not just important—essential. There is no substitute. 
Crop yields are thus highly correlated with phosphorus 
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application wherever soils are defi cient. And where’s that? Lots 
of places, including much of Africa, the Near East and Asia.

Why not just keep putting more and more fertilizer on the 
fi elds to compensate?

The quick answer is that ‘more and more’ is not going to 
be available, at least not for long or at affordable prices. Farmers 
already apply eight times more fertilizer than they did 60 years 
ago, much of it dependent on non-renewable resources.

Phosphorus for commercial fertilizer is sourced from the 
mining of rock phosphate. Most countries are importers, and 
Western Europe and India, for example, are totally dependent on 
imports. Reserves are concentrated in China, Morocco/Western 
Sahara, and the United States. But all three sources give cause 
for concern.

China has recently applied large export tariffs effectively 
halting exports. Production in Western Sahara may be 
vulnerable to international restrictions, political pressures and 
upheaval, as the United Nations considers it an independent 
country occupied by Morocco. And production in the United 
States has already peaked and is heading towards exhaustion. 
To throw in a little extra complication, sulphuric acid is needed 
to convert the phosphate rock into fertilizer, and its production 
is also concentrated in a few countries.

While demand for phosphate fertilizer is expected to 

rise 50-100 percent by 2050, some experts are predicting that 
production is likely to peak and irreversibly fall within this 
period, as mines age and in-ground reserves are depleted. 
Regardless of the date, one thing is sure: over time, demand is 
going to outstrip supply, and supply will eventually dry up. And 
when it does, the consequences for food production and food 
prices are frightening.

No easy solution is on the horizon. Agriculture could try 
to source its future phosphorus from human and animal waste; 
however, this would require considerable time, infrastructure 
and expense, and even a restructuring of farming systems. 
Few highly productive agricultural systems dependent on 
mined phosphate would be prepared for what this implies. And 
many low-input, low-productivity systems are demonstrably ill 
equipped to implement such a ‘solution’ on a large scale or they 
would have done so long ago.

Yet, as so often in agriculture, hope lies on genebank shelves. 
Crops show great genetic variation in the effi ciency with which 
they use phosphorus, and so more effi cient use of phosphorus 
holds great promise even if it cannot be a total solution. More 
and more, plant breeders will be turning to genebank collections 
for help in breeding new crop varieties that make better use of 
phosphorus and other nutrients. Indeed, large strides have been 
made already.
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This article is part of a series produced by the 
Global Crop Diversity Trust. To find out more about 
the trust and sign up to receive these articles 
regularly, please visit CROPTRUST.ORG. Also, take 
note of its new website design which is easier to 
navigate and more user-friendly.

Happenings at the Trust
The Trust has entered into a fi ve-year partnership with 
the CGIAR Fund Council and the CGIAR Consortium in 
which the trust will provide leadership in regards to the 
management of the large international collections of crop 
diversity held by CGIAR centers.

Genebank managers of 29 developing countries, plus 
several CGIAR centers and the Svalbard Global Seed 
Vault recently gathered at trust headquarters to assess 
progress and accomplishments following fi ve years 
of intensive collaboration on a range of conservation 
activities. As a result of the partnership, more than 65,000 
crop varieties were rescued, and are now in the process 
of being safety duplicated in Svalbard.

The Brazilian Agricultural Research Corporation and 
the tust have signed a Memorandum of Understanding 
outlining a broad range of technical and policy matters 
on which the two organizations will cooperate. We are 
extremely pleased with this initiative to collaborate to 
develop a global system for crop diversity conservation.

The trust has named Paula Bramel as its new assistant 
executive director. A plant breeder by training, Bramel 
was most recently deputy director general at the 
International Institute of Tropical Agriculture in Nigeria.

But much more needs to be done to ensure that the 
genebank collections themselves are secured and that such 
far-sighted breeding work is supported. If we want our crops to 
be more effi cient users of phosphorus when global production 
levels begin to fall, we need to start now with screening genebank 
collections and crop breeding programs.

Squeamishness, and the notion that ‘fertilizer is boring’, 
tend to silence serious consideration of this long-term threat 
to food production. We can ill afford such daintiness. Surely if 
Truman were here (with his wife) he would tell us to dispense 
with the verbal ‘Bull Manure’ and get to work on the real manure 
problem. Or something along those lines.

Editor’s Note: Reprinted with permission from the Global Crop 
Diversity Trust
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The American Seed Trade Association Management Academy, 
held each spring in partnership with Purdue University’s Center 
for Food and Agricultural Business, celebrated its twenty-
fi fth birthday this year—and in the face of a rapidly evolving 
industry, it was one to remember.

CELEBRATING 
a quarter-century 

Allan Gray, director of Purdue’s Center for Food and Agricultural Business, addresses 
drivers of change in agriculture with this year’s Management Academy participants.
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CELEBRATING  
a quarter-century 

THERE ARE a few birthdays that represent significant 
milestones—getting a driver’s license at 16, the right to 
vote at 18 and the freedom to legally drink alcohol at 

21. Lower car insurance and renting a vehicle without extra 
penalties are highlights of a person’s twenty-fifth birthday, 
but for the American Seed Trade Association Management 
Academy, turning 25 this year meant much more.

“This was a historic year to celebrate a program that brings 
together experts in agriculture management, economics and 
business, along with world-renowned professors, to deliver 
education to the seed industry’s future leaders,” says Andy 
LaVigne, president and CEO of ASTA. “These are people who 
will continue to provide leadership, innovation and direction 
for our rapidly evolving industry.”

In 1987, ASTA partnered with Purdue University’s Center 
for Food and Agricultural Business to develop the academy, 
which presents emerging seed industry leaders with a broader 
perspective of the industry, the important issues it faces and best 
management practices to navigate the business environment.

As the center’s longest-running program, the academy has 
been a success over the past quarter-century, boasting more 
than 1,150 graduates. But today’s ever-changing and more 
complex agribusiness climate has necessitated a new set of skills 
in seed industry leaders.

“It’s going to take a broad set of skills to manage this  
swiftly changing industry.”

—Allan Gray

“It’s going to take a broad set of skills to manage this swiftly 
changing industry,” says Allan Gray, the center’s director and 
a Purdue professor of agricultural economics. “As participants 
grow in their leadership capabilities, we want to make sure that 
they’ve thought about all of the pieces of their business, and how 
they all fit together.”

Patterned like a mini-MBA, the academy exposes 
participants to concepts in strategy, finance, marketing, human 
resources and leadership. This year’s academy, held March 5 to 
9 at Purdue University’s West Lafayette, Ind., campus, brought 
together 43 seed industry representatives from across the United 
States, Canada and Germany to learn management techniques 
and strategies, with a focus on managerial decision-making. 



22 SEEDWORLD.COM

Seed and grain
cleanerS

for the world

Crippen Northland
Superior Supply Co.

8-851 Lagimodiere Blvd. 
Winnipeg, MB

Ph: 204-925-6141
www.northlandsuperior.com

Air Screen Cleaners

Indented Cylinder Length Separator

Gravity Separator

Key Takeaways
Mimi Ricketts, trait stewardship manager at Monsanto, traveled 
from the greater St. Louis area to attend. According to Ricketts, 
after participating in the academy she is “more knowledgeable on 
the inter-connectivity of the functions within an organization.”

“This program has been a fantastic opportunity to network 
with people who work in a variety of capabilities throughout the 
industry,” adds Ricketts. “What sticks in my mind is that everything 
is inter-related. Marketing costs affect distribution, which in turn 
affects R&D, fi nance, accounting—on down the line.”

The academy offers participants a chance to think broadly 
about agriculture and the direction the industry is heading. 
Gray noted that during a discussion about drivers of change in 
agriculture—changes in population, technology and government 
regulations and their implications on the seed industry—
participants realized that in the near future, seed companies 
will need to take on a lot of risk.

“Risk is ratcheting up very quickly across a number of 
different factors,” Gray says. “Moving forward, it’s going to be 
very diffi cult for an individual company to embrace all of the 
complexities of the industry.”

According to Gray, this means companies will need to fi nd 
ways to work together. Major players in the seed industry will 
need to collaborate, and yet be competitive, all at the same time. 

“How is it possible to both collaborate and compete?” says 
Gray. “That’s a new skill set that emerging leaders in agriculture 
will need to learn.”

Participants of the ASTA Management Academy break into smaller groups for case studies and break out sessions.
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To learn more about the ASTA Management 
Academy, or to register for the 2013 offering, visit 
AGECON.PURDUE.EDU/CAB/PROGRAMS/ASTA.

Seed World editor, Julie McNabb, attended the 2012 
ASTA Management Academy. Visit an archive of her 
live blog from the academy at SEEDWORLD.COM.

Working Together
Companies sending participants to the academy have 
represented all segments of the seed business, including the 
vegetable, garden, corn, soybean, equipment and turf grass 
marketplaces.

According to Aissa Good, senior project manager at the 
Center for Food and Agricultural Business, the diversity across 
participants’ industry sectors, job specialties and geographic 
locations provides a rich environment for the exchange of ideas.

“The participants can learn so much by interacting with 
one another because they all have different experiences within 
the industry,” Good explains. “Through hands-on exercises 
and small-group work, they are reinforcing concepts and tools 
taught in the classroom, while also gaining exposure to different 
business areas and industry sectors along the way.”

Each year, world-class Purdue University faculty work to 
blend current issues and trends into the sessions to create a 
comprehensive, timely experience for participants. Featured 
topics this year included creating and communicating value 
through sales and marketing efforts, the fundamentals 
of financial management and what impacts a company’s 
profi tability, effective supply chain management, leading change 
within an organization and using business strategy tools to 
position a company. 

“This was a great program—it motivated me and made me 
excited about my job,” says Brooke Murphy, quality assurance 
manager at Germains Seed Technology in Gilroy, Calif. “I am 

leaving with many tools I can use to manage and empower my 
team more. The instructors and staff were outstanding and truly 
care about what they are doing.”

As the industry continues to evolve, so will the ASTA 
Management Academy. Its next major milestone will be 
celebrating 30 years in 2017 and, until then, ASTA and Purdue 
will strive to earn testimonials like that of 2012 participant Mark 
Salvador, senior manager of biotechnology affairs and industry 
at Pioneer Hi-Bred International in Johnston, Iowa: “The best 
professional development program I’ve ever attended in my 10 
years of experience, no kidding.”  Kristyn Kapetanovic

Editor’s Note: Kristyn Kapetanovic is the marketing assistant at the 
Center for Food and Agricultural Business at Purdue University. 
She can be reached at kristyn@purdue.edu.
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BLAKE CURTIS is a fourth generation New Mexican 
with long-standing ties to the seed industry. Curtis was 
raised on the same ranch his ancestors homesteaded in 

the early 1900s near Forest, New Mexico. He pursued training 
in language and multicultural preparation at the Universidad 
Interamericana in Mexico for a semester and also attended 
Eastern New Mexico State University where he completed his 
BBA degree.

Curtis, along with his brother, owns and operates Curtis & 
Curtis Inc., an independent seed company that provides a full 
line of sorghum products for the wholesale and retail market. 
The company also markets small grains including wheat, rye, 
barley, oats and triticale throughout the southwest United States 
and to overseas markets. CCI’s major emphasis continues to be 
on native grass seed and legumes for various applications such 
as seeding irrigated pastures, range reseeding and reclamation 
seeding. CCI also places heavy emphasis on turf seed for golf 
courses, home lawns and industrial sites.

In addition to his leadership of CCI, Curtis has served in 
various roles and positions of relevance to the seed industry. 
Most recently, he has served on the American Seed Trade 
Association’s board as fi rst vice president. In June, Curtis will 
take over as chairman of ASTA for 2012/13. During his tenure 
as chairman, he plans to continue providing direction and value 
to ASTA’s membership.

“During my time as chairman, I would like to put more 
effort towards making sure all of our members are fulfilled 
and fi nd value in their membership,” explains Curtis. “ASTA 
represents such diversity within the seed industry, which carries 
an enormous amount of weight when we come out with a 
position, but it can be challenging to make sure everyone feels 
knowledgeable about the issues.”

Curtis also plans to continue work positioning ASTA as a 
supplier of the most current information for the seed industry 
worldwide. “Another one of my goals is to help ASTA develop 

taking
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taking
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Blake Curtis of Curtis 
& Curtis Inc. looks 
forward to bringing 
his experience as an 
owner of an innovative 
seed business to his 
new role as incoming 
chairman of the 
American Seed Trade 
Association, adding 
value and direction to 
the association.
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“During the past year, we’ve reviewed the association’s 
strategic plan and reached out to the membership for their 
feedback regarding issues, activities, education and networking,” 
explains Curtis. “As chairman, I will continue our previous 
efforts with some tweaking and adjustments to make sure we’re 
staying on target as an organization.”

Curtis says he is looking forward to his role as the next 
chairman of ASTA and plans to keep his sights set high and 
ensure that every person and every issue is brought to the table.

“I’m honored to be in this position. It’s a great opportunity 
and I am excited to be able to bring a different perspective 

the reputation as the global go-to source of information 
regarding the exchange of seed, exchange of technology and 
production information,” says Curtis. “It’s this exchange [of 
information that] helps us meet world needs, whether it’s 
vegetable production, row crops or grasses.”

ASTA’s long-standing strategic direction is to be the voice 
of action concerning the development, marketing and movement 
of seed, associated products and services throughout the world, 
and Curtis plans to further emphasize this direction in the 
coming year. 

to the chairman’s position,” explains Curtis. “The previous 
chairmen—Mike Gumina, John Nelsen and Jerry Monk—have 
given me a great lineage of seedsmen to follow; they’ve set the 
bar awfully high and I have a lot to live up to. During my time 

as chairman I aspire to be involved and to 
bring a different perspective to the seed 
industry and make sure everyone feels 
like they are at the table.” 

According to Andy LaVigne, ASTA 
president and CEO, the entire association 
is looking forward to the opportunity to 
work closely with Blake as he assumes his 
new role.

“Blake brings to the table a wealth 
of experience in agriculture and the 
seed industry particularly. In addition, 
his experience as a state legislator and 
member of the board of regents for New 
Mexico State University will prove 
invaluable to ASTA as we continue to 
drive the issues important to the U.S. 
seed industry,” says LaVigne. “He is well-
respected by his peers, rooted in tradition 
and has an uncanny ability to articulate 
and work through challenging situations.”  
Shannon Schindle

Community Service at 
a Glance
Blake Curtis has an impressive list of community, social 
and cultural service roles to his name, and has been 
politically active during the course of his lifetime.
•  He served as a New Mexico state legislator from 1986 

through 1995, during which time he served as minority 
caucus chair, minority whip and minority leader.

•  Following his service to the state legislature, he served 
on the New Mexico Fair Commission from 1995 to 2001.

•  Curtis was selected as a member of the board of 
regents for New Mexico State University in 2006, and 
he has served as secretary, vice chair and chair over the 
duration of his tenure as a regent.

•  He has also served as a board member and chair of 
the Clovis Curry County Balloon Fiesta Committee, 
and as president of Clovis Curry County Chamber of 
Commerce.

•  Curtis has served as the president of the New Mexico 
State Seed Association and is currently serving under 
Gubernatorial appointment as a board member of the 
New Mexico Finance Authority.  
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COUNTRIES WORLDWIDE are making progress 
on protecting intellectual property rights, creating 
opportunities and benefits for all seed industry 

stakeholders.
“I think we’re making good progress around the world,” says 

Tim Johnson, division president of Illinois Foundation Seeds Inc., 
and first vice president of the International Seed Federation. “I 
believe, over the past number of years, people have recognized 
the value of good intellectual property rights.” 

Last February, Johnson spoke at the International 
Symposium on Seed Intellectual Property Rights and the Fifth 
National Forum on Agricultural Intellectual Property Rights in 
Beijing. China wants to improve its laws on intellectual property 
with respect to seed, with an eye toward the country’s stability, 
he says. “China wants to understand how other parts of the 
world look at IPR from a seed standpoint, but ultimately from 
a food security standpoint. Good IPR laws in your country are 
the foundation for good food security,” says Johnson. 

Like other countries in Asia, Africa, Eastern Europe 
and South America, China is “making strong progress in 
understanding the value of good IPR laws, and what that 
does for innovation among companies,” says Johnson. “China 
wants Chinese companies to have good laws in place so that 
companies will invest in innovation. What they’re looking at 
through these symposiums is how to best adjust the laws to 
create innovation within China and also to have the ability to 
bring innovation in from outside of China.” Innovation is the 
cornerstone to increasing crop yields and creating new tools for 
producers to reduce stresses on crops due to pests and changing 
weather patterns. 

IPR Makeover
Updating intellectual property rights laws 
stimulates investment and innovation while 
providing striking benefits for farmers in 
developing countries.

Changing Lives
Countries in which intellectual property protection systems 
are being adopted, reviewed or updated are experiencing many 
benefits in addition to food security. Whether it’s access to new 
germplasm, technologies, new or elite varieties, biotechnology, 
chemicals and so on, innovation is changing farmers’ lives in 
developing countries in dramatic ways.

“I met a farmer in South Africa who switched to biotech 
corn once it was approved in that country, and his kids went 
from working on the farm to [attending] private school. It’s 
not just about increasing yields and the bottom line, it’s about 
changing your whole life and the opportunities for your family,” 
says Denise Dewar, executive director of plant biotechnology for 
CropLife International.

Another amazing success story is that of India—the country 
was once a net importer of cotton but is now a net exporter 
because of its access to improved varieties and its willingness 
to invest in a commercial marketplace selling high-quality seed, 
says Dewar.

“In India, [high-quality seed] changed the country overnight 
because of the impact it had on the rural economy. Farmers 
went from being subsistence farmers to making a profit. Lifting 
people out of poverty is the number one benefit of going to 
higher quality varieties and better technologies, in developing 
countries in particular,” she says.

The link between intellectual property protection, 
innovation and the benefits to farmers must be made clearer in 
the future, says Bernice Slutsky, vice president of science and 
international affairs for the American Seed Trade Association. 

“It’s like a circle because they feed into each other—the more 
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benefits you provide farmers, the more they’re going to want 
the next best seed varieties, which, in turn, drives research. IPR 
protects that research, so they’re all interconnected,” she says.

Opportunity is knocking loud and hard for countries with 
government agendas to protect IPR. “If these countries get 
their intellectual property laws in place, there are enormous 
opportunities,” says Dewar. 

As long as there is political will, the infrastructure and 
industry will develop. “If the government policy and regulatory 
framework are in place then business will also fall into place. 
Where the policy is, the business flows,” says Dewar. For example, 
countries in South America that have put in favorable policies 
are booming with biotech products, she says.

China is another country where the business may flow. With 
good IP laws in place, innovation, investment and technology 
transfer could increase productivity, and ultimately the prosperity 
of its people. “With these kinds of improvements not only in 
seed, but in agriculture as a whole, China can not only feed its 
own people, but can help other countries. I think that’s a great 
opportunity for China,” says Johnson.

A country’s choice not to adopt good intellectual property 
laws also has significant consequences. According to Johnson, 
not only are yields lower, but intellectual property is abused and 
food security destabilized. “The farmer, his family and his village 
suffers” because companies won’t invest in these countries long 
term, he says. 

According to Dewar, farmers don’t have access to the same 
varieties, technologies or tools. “It’s a big part of why better-
quality varieties have not translated into many developing 
countries,” she says.

Companies are unlikely to send elite germplasm into a 
country or invest in elite lines in a country without rigorous 
IPR systems in place, says Slutsky.

Although not perfect, most Western countries have fairly 
good laws in place to protect IPR, says Dewar, enabling a 
company’s return on investment to go back into the system. 
Developing countries may be making progress with respect to 
strengthening IPR; however, to expect them to be patenting 
plants in the near future would be unrealistic, she says, and 
Johnson agrees. 

“If we set our expectations or demands there, we set ourselves 
up for failure in the short term,” he says.

The World Trade Organization’s Agreement on Trade-
Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights established 
minimum levels of intellectual property protection national 
governments must have in place in order to be members of the 
WTO. Of particular significance to the plant science industry, 
governments may choose to exclude plants or biological processes 
for the production of plants from patent protection; however, in 
this case, plant varieties must be protected by an effective sui 
generis system. Many leaders in the industry consider that to be 
the 1991 Act of the International Convention for the Protection 
of New Varieties of Plants (UPOV). 

However, adoption of UPOV ’91 doesn’t have to be an 
all or none situation, Slutsky says. “Our goal would be to have 
countries adopt UPOV ’91 or be consistent with the UPOV ’91 
convention. If a country has not yet adopted UPOV ’91, we will 
often encourage them to put in place aspects of UPOV ’91 so 
they can start moving toward that adoption,” she says.
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“If the government policy and regulatory framework 
are in place then business will also fall into place. 
Where the policy is, the business flows.”

–Denise Dewar



32 SEEDWORLD.COM

Respecting Rules
Although efforts to implement and enforce IPR may vary from 
country to country, appreciation for those laws is crucial. “You 
can have great laws in place but it’s also important that people 
value and respect those laws—that way, you are not spending 
as much time enforcing your IPR as you are having the capacity 
to invest more in innovation,” says Johnson.  He also cautions 
against making laws that could stifl e innovation. “If there’s not 
a way to get access to germplasm and traits that have gone off-
patent or off plant variety protection it risks stifl ing innovation,” 
he adds.

Another factor that checks innovation and investment at 
the door is the use of farm-saved seed of protected varieties. 

“UPOV ’91 does allow for a certain amount of farm-saved seed,” 
says Slutsky. “However, it’s not something we in any way, shape 
or form want to encourage. It’s really not to the farmer’s or 
industry’s advantage—particularly if you’re dealing with varieties 
that have IP associated with them. Protecting intellectual 
property goes hand in hand with innovation—developing new 
and better varieties and all the different technologies that the 
seed industry uses to develop those new varieties.” 

For example, in the United States innovation has been 
hampered in crops with high rates of farm-saved seed, such 
as cereals, says Dewar. “Farmers don’t buy their seed every 
year so the investment doesn’t go back into the system and 
there isn’t a value-capture mechanism in wheat the way there 
is in corn. If there was a way to get return on investment, you 
would see much more R&D happening in crops like wheat,” 
explains Dewar.

Johnson also believes the use of farm-saved seed of 
protected varieties isn’t maximizing opportunities for innovation. 
However, he says it’s up to the seed industry to be the instrument 
of change. “If you have good IPR laws and you provide better 
quality seed and farmers value that, they will transition away 
from farm-saved seed because it’s valuable to them,” he says. 

“We have the responsibility as a seed industry to prove the value 
of buying new seed each year to every individual farmer.”

However, proving the value of high-quality seed does not 
necessarily mean providing it for free. Johnson says access 
to high-quality seed by small-holder farmers in developing 
countries is important, but those farmers should be subject to 

“We have the responsibility as a seed industry to 
prove the value of buying new seed 

each year to every individual farmer.”
—Tim Johnson
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Look Before You Leap
Countries reviewing or updating their intellectual 
property laws provide enormous opportunities for 
investment. Tim Johnson, division president of Illinois 
Foundation Seeds Inc., and first vice president of the 
International Seed Federation, offers some pointers to 
companies considering entering these new markets.
•  Are there good intellectual property laws in place in 

that country? Look at their laws to determine if you are 
comfortable participating by their set of rules.

•  Are there good companies to work with that will respect 
your intellectual property? We make sure we have good 
partners in those parts of the world so that even if 
strong IPR laws don’t exist, there is a strong respect for 
good IPR among the partners.

•  Is there good ability to move seed in? Consider the laws 
that are in place to move seed in and out of the country.

the same rules and conditions when entering the commercial 
market as others. 

“It’s an intricate balancing act, and we have to let the 
markets work, but every time we carve people out of the market 
there is less innovation and investment to create new products. 
If you aren’t innovating and creating major value for that farmer, 
then the farmer isn’t going to buy seed from you,” he says.  

According to Slutsky, producers already recognize that 
value. “Farmers are smart. Through our international activities, 
we’ve met with farmers all around the world and they all want 
the same thing—to plant the best varieties, and for the most 
part they’re willing to pay for it,” she says.

In the future, when addressing the challenges of climate 
change and feeding an increasing population, the value of 
good germplasm, new varieties and technology—protected by 
IPR—may be self-evident. However, it will be the partnerships 
formed between governments and the public and private 
sectors that will make providing enough food, fuel and fiber 
for the world possible.

“From an industry standpoint, the challenge is going to be 
for us to step up and be part of the solution, and to work together 
with the public sector in ways that we never have before,” says 
Dewar. “There’s going to be a call to the needs of humanity that 
industry needs to be part of. I think of the legacy of Norman 
Borlaug when I think of this. He was a man driven to help find 
that solution and we’re moving into another era when we need 
to have people like Borlaug helping to make this happen.”

Kari Belanger
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1915
A New Seed Germinator
A necessary part of the equipment of every modern seed 

store is a good seed germinator for determining the vitality 

of the seeds handled. A germinator has recently been 

placed on the market by a Chicago fi rm that incorporates 

several new principles of construction.

It is built entirely of metal and glass, the latter forming the 

sides and top. This allows the progress of the tests to be 

watched without opening the machine. As seed germinates 

faster when exposed to the light, this device will complete 

tests in an average of two days quicker than by any other 

method.

1940
Interstate Trade Barriers Work Hardships on 
Members of Nursery Industry
Charging that regulations issued under the quarantine 

laws of some states are so oppressive as to make it 

impossible for out-of-state nursery fi rms to do business, 

representatives of the trade and the government last 

week impressed upon the Temporary National Economic 

Committee the pressing need for prompt action to level 

interstate trade barriers. 

1965
Who’s Who in the Seed Trade: W.R. “Bill” Herron
W.R. Herron (Bill to all his acquaintances notwithstanding 

the fact that the “W” is for Wilbert and not William) was 

elected president of the American Seed Trade Association 

during its 1965 Minneapolis convention. The “facts of 

life,” as Bill dubbed the biographical sketch we requested, 

read pretty much like a Horatio Alger story, for his rise has 

been slow but sure. Bill has been associated with the seed 

industry for almost 40 years, becoming an employee of 

the John L. Kellogg Seed Company of Chicago in 1926 after 

leaving the farm in southwestern Iowa where he was born 

and reared.

Since 1915: 
Looking Back in History…

Seed World

A tray with the side cut away, showing the blotter supports 
and the automatic moisture supply.
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Exploring ideas and views on all aspects of the seed industry.

ON THE MINDS OF MEDIA... 

Leading up to Commodity Classic 

this spring, Bayer CropScience once 

again held its Ag Issues Forum, 

where top researchers, industry 

experts and farmers from across 

the United States provided insights 

and answers to the tough questions 

currently facing agriculture. Topics 

ranged from food waste and global 

hunger to weed resistance and 

sustainability programs. When 

asked what their biggest concern 

regarding agriculture today was, 

attendees responded with the 

following:

• Global food security—40%

• Food prices—23%

•  Co l laborat ion with  d iverse 

stakeholders—21%

• Other—16%

NO CONTROVERSY HERE

The U.S. District Court for the 

Southern District of New York has 

rejected a lawsuit brought by the 

Organic Seed Growers and Trade 

Association and other growers and 

organizations against Monsanto 

Company, finding that OSGATA 

and plaintiffs had engaged in a 

“transparent effort to create a 

controversy where none exists.” 

U.S. District Judge Naomi Buchwald 

found that plaintiffs’ allegations 

were “unsubstantiated .. . given 

that not one single plaintiff claims 

to have been so threatened.” The 

ruling also found that the plaintiffs 

had “overstate[d] the magnitude of 

[Monsanto’s] patent enforcement,” 

noting that Monsanto’s average 

MONSANTO WINS LEGAL BATTLE WITH ORGANIC 

SEED GROWERS AFTER JUDGE RULES ALLEGATIONS 

AS UNSUBSTANTIATED.

How much is 
timely seed 

industry news 
worth to you?

EVERYTHING!
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PROVIDES YOU WITH BREAKING NEWS ON 

THE AMERICAN AND INTERNATIONAL SEED 
INDUSTRY AS IT AFFECTS YOUR BUSINESS.

~
TRENDS AFFECTING THE SEED INDUSTRY

THE LATEST IN COMPANY MERGERS 
AND ACQUISITIONS

RESEARCH BREAKTHROUGHS

INDUSTRY PERSONNEL CHANGES 

PRODUCT AND EQUIPMENT NEWS

SUBSCRIBE TODAY AT 

SEEDWORLD.COM/SEEDWEEK

SEEDWORLD.COM
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of roughly 13 lawsuits per year 

“ is hardly signif icant when 

compared to the number of 

farms in the United States , 

approximately two million.”

EU: PATENT EXEMPTIONS

The European Parliament wants 

to protect European breeders 

from excessive patent protection, 

which it believes could stifle 

innovation and progress. In a non-

binding resolution adopted at 

the start of May, it says products 

such as  ant i - ca rc inogen ic 

broccoli or high-yield dairy 

cows produced by conventional 

breeding techniques should not 

be patented. MEPs recognize that 

patents are an important tool for 

the transfer of technology but 

stress that “excessively broad 

patent protection can hamper 

innovation and progress and 

become detrimental to small and 

medium breeders by blocking 

access to animal and plant 

genetic resources.”

A PLEA FOR AG FUNDING

“As a farmer and a seedsman, 

my message to our leaders in 

Washington is that a good crop 

doesn’t start when I put it in the 

ground, it starts 10 years before, 

in my state wheat breeders’ 

labs and fields,” says Bing Von 

Bergen, a wheat farmer from 

Moccasin ,  Mont . ,  and f i rs t 

vice president of the National 

Association of Wheat Growers. 

“Funding for wheat research, and 

all ag research, is an investment 

in the future of farming and the 

future of food.”

Von Bergen was speaking as 

part of an annual fly-in focusing 

on wheat research, sponsored by 

the National Wheat Improvement 

Committee, NAWG, the North 

American Millers’ Association 

and the Amer ican Bakers ’ 

Association. The groups gathered 

recently in Washington, D.C. to 

deliver the following messages:

•  Funding for USDA’s Agricultural 

Research Service will be down 

12 percent since the federal 

government’s 2010 fiscal year, 

assuming modest increases 

p ro p ose d  i n  th e  O b a m a 

Administration’s FY2013 budget 

are adopted. 

•  In FY2011 alone, $180 million 

was cut and not restored due 

to the elimination of earmarked 

spending.

•  A few weeks ago, university 

researchers  lea rned that 

funding they receive from ARS 

would be cut by 30 percent to 

help cover costs associated 

with carrying out Congress’ 

instructions to close 12 labs.

THE PATENT PROTECTION DEBATE HEATS UP IN 

EUROPE AFTER A RESOLUTION WAS ADOPTED IN 

EARLY MAY.

At BioDiagnostics, we combine a cumulative 
100+ years of practical industry experience 
with cutting-edge genetics technology to give 
our partners deep insight into their seeds. 
We’re scientists and problem solvers. That 
means we can help you figure out not only 
which tests are relevant to your seed lot,  
but also how to use the results, so you can  
achieve the highest seed quality — and grow 
your business. 

To learn more, visit  
www.BioDiagnostics.net  

or call 715-426-0246

How well do you  
know your seed?

Be sure.
Genetic Purity • Trait Purity • Physical Purity • GMO Event Identity  

Zygosity • Adventitious Presence • Germination • Vigor • Chemical Analysis © BioDiagnostics, Inc. 2009. All rights reserved.
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A featured segment designed to share business-
critical information to seed-selling professionals. Visit 
SeedWorld.com to download this department and 
other tools to help you sell seed to farmers.

Confi rming Seed Orders

• Make careful notes on your 
variety trials and take pictures—
this information will be useful the 
following spring. 

• Encourage your customers to 
allow you to set up test plots in 
their fi elds. It shows them how 
new varieties will perform on their 
farms and provides you with an 
opportunity to discuss the results 
with them, so you can learn more 
about their needs and what they’re 
looking for in new varieties.

BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS
• Walk the fi elds with customers 
during critical stages like 
emergence, when pests start to 
arrive, after spraying and through 
harvest. The success of the year’s 
seed choice is still fresh in their 
minds and they may want to buy 
more seed or make a change to 
their program. This also creates an 
opportunity to spend one-on-one 
time with your customers and raise 
their awareness about differences 
in varieties.

• Focus on building relationships 
with those you can convince 
about the merits and value of your 
product.

• Take the time to determine what 
your growers need by asking lots 
of questions. What they need is 
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s THE FACE OF THE SEED 

INDUSTRY IS EVOLVING. NOT 
ONLY ARE FARMERS AND 
THEIR NEEDS CHANGING, BUT 
THE INCREASED USE OF NEW 
TECHNOLOGIES IS CHANGING 
THE BUSINESS LANDSCAPE 
OF THE SEED INDUSTRY. 
HOWEVER, WHEN TALKING TO 
SEED SELLING PROFESSIONALS 
IN VARIOUS SECTORS ACROSS 
THE COUNTRY—AND THE 
WORLD—THEY ALL SAY THE 
SAME THING WHEN ASKED 
TO PROVIDE THEIR BEST 
ADVICE FOR SELLING SEED: 
KNOWLEDGE, PERFORMANCE 
DATA AND RELATIONSHIPS ARE 
STILL KEY.

The information you need to know 
about products is changing and 
becoming more complex, but 
the art of selling seed and seed 
products still comes back to the 
basics. And while you may not 
be selling a lot of seed during 
the summer months, a lot of the 
work garnering knowledge and 
improving relationships can be 
done from June to August. 

PRODUCT KNOWLEDGE
• Hold grower meetings once or 
twice a year to keep customers 
up-to-date on new varieties. 
This also gives you a chance 
to garner feedback from your 

customers on their experiences 
with varieties, and further develop 
your relationships with them. This 
becomes even more important as 
more products, such as multiple 
trait stacks and refuge-in-bag, hit 
the marketplace. 

• Keep in close contact with 
suppliers—this ensures that 
the best and most up-to-date 
information on varieties is being 
passed on to your customers. This 
also becomes more important with 
the introduction of new, complex 
products that might be the result of 
industry collaborations.

PERFORMANCE DATA
• There is no substitute for 
personal experience. Gather 
fi rsthand knowledge about varieties 
by conducting your own trials. 
Farmers have access to multiple 
sources of trial data, which can be 
overwhelming. Providing them with 
personal data gives them a better 
understanding of how the results 
will relate to their farms. 

• The technology for collecting 
data has come a long way and 
there are now programs on the 
market that take the work out of 
data collection. Data can now be 
shared more easily, and graphs, 
charts and conclusions can be 
drawn up with the click of a mouse.

FOCUS ON BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS WITH YOUR CUSTOMERS

A featured segment designed to share business-
critical information to seed-selling professionals. Visit 

 to download this department and 
other tools to help you sell seed to farmers.STRATEGY
A featured segment designed to share business-
critical information to seed-selling professionals. Visit 
SeedWorld.com to download this department and 
other tools to help you sell seed to farmers.

Selling Seed with Success



JUNE 2012 41JUNE 2012 41

not necessarily always the same 
as what you want them to have. 
And with so many new products on 
the marketplace it can be easy to 
fall into a trap of selling the same 
variety, when a new one might 
offer a better solution.

ENGAGE YOUR CUSTOMERS
• Implement customer clubs or 
programs designed to push the 
yield limit—like a VIP club where 
you go around with the weigh 
wagon at the end of the year to 
compare yields.

• Use social media to inform farmers 
about upcoming promotions, new 
and exciting products in the seed 
industry and early-buy programs. 
This might be in the form of a printed 
newsletter, an e-newsletter or a blog 
on your website—there are lots of 
possibilities.

• Think of a challenge to encourage 
customers to try new things—suggest 
that growers section off an area in 

their fi elds to do something different 
with their crops. This will give them 
a chance to compare against normal 
routines. 

• Invest in benefi t calculators and/
or phone applications—there’s a lot 
of information out there concerning 
input costs and returns to the 
farmer. It can be diffi cult to factor 
in all the variables, but there are 
new technologies and phone apps 
that can help calculate increased 
yield opportunities and commodity 
pricing, to name two examples.

USE SOCIAL 
MEDIA TO 
INFORM AND 
PERSUADE.

ARE YOU 
ABLE TO 
ADD
VALUE

FROM THE MOUTHS OF 
SEED SELLERS…
“Know your product. If you can convince 
your customer that you’re the most 
knowledgeable person, he’ll remember 
that—just being the person that he 
remembers the best.”—Steve Kinsell, 
president of Silver Lane Hybrids

“The companies that are going to be 
successful are the ones that are able to add 
value—that are going to be able to take 
precision farming techniques, agronomic 
features, and benefi ts and solutions to 
growers’ farms.”—Tom Burrus, president of 
Burrus Hybrids

“Relationships are key. I’m a fi rm believer 
that you need to have excellent relations with 
your customer. And you have to listen to 
their needs and work with them, not against 
them.”—Brent Stirling of Cropmark
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An in-depth 
overview on 
the global 
seed industry. 
From GM trials in 
India to red clover 
research in the U.K.

world
STATUS

A look at seed industry developments around the globe.

Visit us online and check out breaking news feeds, free retailer and grower tools, 
comprehensive video interviews and regulatory information as it affects your business.

When U.S. seed industry professionals 
want to be in the know … they turn to SeedWorld.com.

STATUSISF
RADHA RANGANATHAN, 
director of technical affairs 
for the International Seed 
Federation, attended the 
seventh Commission on 
Phytosanitary Measures (CPM-
7) in Rome March 19 to 23, 
2012. On the ISF’s proposal, 
the CPM had already agreed 
to accept a standard on the 
international movement of seed 
for its agenda. This standard 
has now received the highest 
priority and has been placed 
under the strategic objective of 
enhancing food security. The 
standard is to be developed 
through the regular process 
and is to be adopted in 2016. 
However, it remains to be 
seen whether the strained 
fi nancial situation in which the 
International Plant Protection 
Convention fi nds itself will 
delay the development of this 
standard. 

Sponsorships of standards 
will be encouraged. Any topic 
on the CPM-approved list of 
topics for IPPC standards, 
regardless of CPM priority, 
can be supported fi nancially or 
sponsored to cover all the costs 
of developing the proposed 
standard. Informal reports 
suggest the cost of sponsoring 
a standard could range from 
US$350,000 to $500,000.

—Marcel Bruins, secretary 
general, ISF

STATUS
AUSTRALIA
COMMONWEALTH 
SCIENTIFIC and Industrial 
Research Organization 
plant industry scientists, in 
collaboration with University 
of Adelaide researchers, have 
bred salt tolerance into a 
variety of durum wheat which 
shows a yield improvement of 
25 percent in soils with high 
salinity.

According to one of the lead 
authors of the study, Richard 
James, the importance of the 
breakthrough lies in the fact 
that “it is one of the very few 
examples where a unique 
gene has been crossed into an 
important commercial crop and 
shown to increase grain yield.” 
Additionally, James emphasizes, 
“it is the fi rst to show an 
increase in a farmer’s fi eld 
where salinity levels are high.”

The CSIRO plant industry 
scientists discovered a salt-
tolerant gene in an ancestral 
cousin of modern-day wheat. 
According to James, the 
new variety consists of 
two breeding lines that can 
be used commercially to 
improve yields on soils with 
high salinity. “These lines 
have been provided to both 
durum and wheat breeders 
in Australia who have 
incorporated the salt tolerance 
gene into their elite breeding 

lines, which typically are high 
yielding and cover the latest in 
quality and disease resistance 
issues,” he says. 

CSIRO has also distributed 
the variety and a molecular 
marker diagnostic kit to 
publically-funded wheat 
breeding institutions in 
countries including India, 
Pakistan, Bangladesh, Tunisia, 
Ethiopia and the United 
States. According to James, 
a commercial cultivar could be 
released in three to fi ve years. 

“This breakthrough shows 
that there is still potential 
to improve the tolerance to 
environmental stresses in 
wheat, and it also shows the 
value of sourcing genetic 
variation from international 
seed collections and even 
wheat relatives,” says James.

The team continues to expand 
and develop their research. 
“Osmotic stress is the main 
factor responsible for reduced 
growth and yield of crops 
grown in saline soils,” says 
James. “Our research team is 
currently using novel high-
throughput non-destructive 
screening techniques (e.g.: 
infrared thermography) to 
screen for osmotic stress 
tolerance in wheat and 
barley.”
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A look at seed industry developments around the globe.

successful, the initiative will 
reduce the U.K.’s reliance on 
protein imports such as South 
American soy. 

JUNE 2011

When U.S. seed industry professionals 
want to be in the know … they turn to SeedWorld.com. SeedWorld.com

STATUSCHINA
CHINA’S VICE 
MINISTER of Science 
and Technology, Zhang 
Laiwu, has announced the 
government’s commitment to 
transgenic research. During 
an April press conference, 
Zhang reaffi rmed the current 
administration’s commitment 
to agricultural innovation, and 
indicated that the ministry 
had invested 18.7 billion 
yuan (US$2.97 billion) in 
agricultural projects during 
2006-2010, three times the 
amount invested in the fi ve 
previous years.

“China has thousands of 
small seed companies, but 
none of them can provide 
seeds and relevant services 
that are good enough,” said 
Zhang. “The domestic seed 
market for corn and high-end 
vegetables is occupied by 
foreign competitors.”

According to a recent press 
release, the ministry will 
continue working with other 
departments to provide 
better services to farmers, 
invest in agricultural science 
and technology programs, 
increase technological and 
communication services 
for farmers and develop 
international partnerships.

STATUSINDIA
A LIST of Indian states 
which have refused to allow 
GM fi eld trials, including Bihar, 
Madhya Pradesh, Kerala, 
Uttarakhand and Karnataka, 
has been expanded to include 
the Congress-ruled state of 
Rajasthan. All of these states 
have refused to provide a non-
objection certifi cate for GM 
fi eld trials.

According to an order issued 
by Rajasthan’s government, 
“no trials of GM crops should 
be conducted in the state until 
a fi nal decision is taken in this 
matter. The government, after 
considering its various aspects, 
has decided to wait until a 
national consensus is evolved.”

The only states where GM 
fi eld trials may now be 
conducted are Gujarat and 
Andhra Pradesh. In light of 
these roadblocks, India’s 
GM regulatory body, the 
Genetically Engineered 
Appraisal Committee, 
may request that state 
governments consider GM 
crops on a case-by-case basis.

STATUSUK
A FIVE-YEAR research 
project, led by scientists at 
Aberystwyth University’s 
Institute of Biological, 
Environmental and Rural 
Sciences and valued at £2.15 

million, aims to improve the 
U.K.’s domestic access to 
vegetable proteins in forages 
such as red clover. 

“This research looks at 
increasing the amount of 
forage based protein that can 
be grown ‘on-farm’ in the U.K.,” 
said Athole Marshall, leader of 
the Public Good Plant Breeding 
Group at IBERS, in a press 
release. “Red clover is a high 
protein forage, but yield is 
erratic due to lack of resistance 
to Sclerotinia fungus and stem 
nematode for which there is no 
chemical means of control. We 
will apply molecular techniques 
to develop varieties with 
improved resistance to these 
pests and diseases.

“[The project] also aims to 
improve the effi ciency with 
which farm animals convert 
plant protein into animal protein 
by increasing the availability 
of high sugar grasses,” said 
Marshall.

According to the press release, 
the project will utilize molecular 
techniques to develop 
advanced lines of high-sugar 
grasses with improved traits.

The project is a partnership 
between IBERS, the 
Technology Strategy Board, 
U.K.-based Germinal Holdings 
Ltd. and the National Institute 
of Agricultural Botany. If 
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NATIONAL
EPA APPROVES DUPONT 
CORN PRODUCTS
DuPont has received registration 
from the United States Environmental 
Protection Agency for Optimum 
AcreMax XTreme insect protection for 
corn. Optimum AcreMax XTreme adds 
to DuPont business Pioneer Hi-Bred’s 
lineup of single-bag solutions to deliver 
insect control and simplifi ed refuge 
management for growers. “Optimum 
AcreMax XTreme is the right product 
for growers who need enhanced above- 
and below-ground insect control and 
simplifi ed refuge management on their 
acres,” says Paul Schickler, Pioneer 
president. Pioneer will introduce 
Optimum AcreMax XTreme products 
across multiple hybrid platforms for the 
2013 growing season. 

MONSANTO LAUNCHES NEW 
CROP SYSTEM
Monsanto Company has unveiled 
its new Roundup Ready Xtend Crop 
System, which is, according to the 
company, designed to provide farmers 
with more consistent, fl exible control 
of weeds, especially tough-to-manage 
and glyphosate-resistant weeds, to 
maximize crop yield potential. Pending 
regulatory approvals, the system is 
expected to be available to U.S. farmers 
for the 2014 growing season, consisting 
of a new soybean trait solution and a 
next-generation herbicide formulation. 
The Roundup Ready Xtend Crop 

System will be an integral component 
of Monsanto’s Roundup Ready PLUS 
Weed Management Solutions platform, 
which offers weed management 
recommendations developed in 
conjunction with academia, agronomists 
and other industry partners for control 
of tough weeds. The recommendations 
focus on multiple modes of action, 
including the use of pre-emergence 
applied residual herbicides in 
combination with Roundup agricultural 
herbicides. Roundup Ready PLUS 
also offers fi nancial incentives to 
help farmers offset the cost of using 
qualifying residual herbicides. Monsanto 
and BASF have been collaborating on 
the advancement of next generation 
low-volatility herbicide technology to be 
used in the Roundup Ready Xtend Crop 
System. 

AGRELIANT RECEIVES 
ACCREDITATION FOR SEED 
PROCESSING
AgReliant Genetics has received 
the United States Accredited Seed 
Conditioning Program’s Process Verifi ed 
Certifi cation at its production facilities. 
This certifi cation from the United States 
Department of Agriculture recognizes 
the company’s quality management 
system for the conditioning and blending 
of refuge-in-a-bag seed products as well 
as the company’s ability to meet the 
stringent standards necessary to receive 
this certifi cation. “The seed business 
continues to increase in complexity,” 

says AgReliant Genetics’ vice president 
of operations, Craig Anderson. “We see 
the USDA Process Verifi ed program 
as one more way we can ensure that 
the products being delivered to the 
customer are of the highest quality and 
uniformity.”

INTERNATIONAL
QUADRUPLE STACK CORN 
APPROVED IN ARGENTINA
The Secretary of Agriculture in 
Argentina has approved Syngenta’s 
MIR604 trait and quadruple corn stack—
Agrisure Viptera 4—for cultivation 
“Agrisure Viptera 4 corn seed sets 
new standards in insect control by 
combining Syngenta’s corn rootworm 
trait with the outstanding performance 
of Agrisure Viptera against lepidopteran 
pests,” says John Atkin, chief operating 
offi cer of Syngenta. “This approval 
shows that we are at the forefront in the 
introduction of innovative technologies 
to corn growers in Argentina. These 
technologies will play an important role 
in our development of an integrated 
offer, including market-leading seed care 
and crop protection.” Syngenta’s triple 
stack corn seed with herbicide tolerance 
and above-ground insect control was 
approved in November 2011. The addition 
of the MIR604 trait will represent an 
important tool for growers as the 
incidence of corn rootworm in Argentina 
increases.

REGULATORY ROUNDUP Keeping you informed of legislative and regulatory changes at 
the state, national and international levels—from lawsuits to 
approvals to other regulatory issues affecting your business.
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UNITED STATES AND BRAZIL 
PARTNER IN FOOD SECURITY
The governments of the United 
States and Brazil have formalized a 
partnership to improve food security 
in Latin America and the Caribbean. 
The Memorandum of Understanding 
begins with a trilateral agreement with 
the Government of Haiti to improve 
agriculture practices and technologies. 
In Haiti, the partnership will primarily 
focus on sharing new technologies 
and implementing exchange programs 
and training opportunities. The three 
governments will test new varieties of 
corn, rice, beans, cowpeas and other 
crops; implement new farming systems 
that use less water, fertilizer and seeds; 
adopt technologies to store and process 
grains and vegetables; enable farmers 
to use their land to sustainably produce 
food; and conduct exchange and training 
programs for farmers and researchers.

INCOTEC ANALYTICAL LAB 
ACQUIRES EXEMPTION 2008/61/EG
INCOTEC Analytical Lab Europe B.V. 
has succeeded in acquiring Exemption 
2008/61/EG. The granting of this 
permit will allow INCOTEC to receive 
samples from companies outside the 
European Union without these samples 
being accompanied by phytosanitary 
certifi cates or plant passports. Upon 
request, INCOTEC will supply customers 
with stickers displaying this status 
to label their shipments. This permit 
simplifi es the process of shipping 
samples to INCOTEC. “INCOTEC 
Analytical Lab is growing rapidly and 
is expanding its toolbox of different 
services to support seed companies 
on every continent around the globe. 
Acquiring this exemption will further 
facilitate access to our services in the 
Netherlands for companies around 
the world,” says Rob Pronk, managing 
director of INCOTEC Analytical Lab B.V.

FRANCE RATIFIES THE 1991 ACT 
OF THE UPOV CONVENTION
At the end of April, the Government 
of France ratifi ed the 1991 Act of 
the International Convention for the 
Protection of New Varieties of Plants. 
The purpose of UPOV is to provide 
and promote an effective system of 
plant variety protection, with the aim of 
encouraging the development of new 
varieties of plants, for the benefi t of 
society. France, which is already one of 
the 70 members of UPOV, is the fi ftieth 
member to become bound by the 1991 
Act of the UPOV Convention. The 1991 
Act entered into force in France on May 
27, 2012, one month after the deposit of 
its instrument of ratifi cation.
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PEOPLE NEWS
BASF has appointed Raman 
Ramachandran as senior vice president 
of the company’s Crop Protection 
division for the Asia Pacifi c region. In his 
new role, Ramachandran will drive the 
division’s ambitious growth plans in the 
region, which saw an 11 percent increase 
in sales last year. Ramachandran 
has held various senior management 
positions in the Asia Pacifi c region.

Wyffels Hybrids has added a fourth 
region to its sales structure in Iowa, 
which covers 22 counties and three 
million corn acres in the southwestern 
part of the state. Bill Backhaus has been 
named as regional manager of the new 
region and will supervise four Wyffels 
Hybrids district sales managers. Prior to 
joining Wyffels, Backhaus held a variety 
of positions in his 14 years working 
with the Dekalb seed brand, including 
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territory sales manager, local fi eld 
adviser and key account representative.

The Consultative Group on International 
Agricultural Research Consortium
has appointed Frank Rijsberman as its 
new chief executive offi cer. In his new 
role, Rijsberman will be responsible for 
leading the CGIAR Consortium, providing 
funding, leadership and oversight for 
the Consortium Offi ce, forging effective 
research partnerships, and overseeing 
the ongoing implementation of the 
CGIAR’s strategic research programs. 

Arysta LifeScience North America
has announced two leadership team 
changes, effective immediately. Dana 
Sargent, formerly regulatory affairs lead, 
has been promoted to head of regulatory 
affairs and laboratory services. Jeff 
Tweedy, formerly head of business 
development and regulatory, has been 

appointed as the 
new head of sales 
for agriculture 
and turf and 
ornamental in the 
United States.

Bayer 
CropScience 
LP has named 
David Hollinrake
vice president 
of Agricultural 
Commercial 
Operations 
Marketing for the 
United States. In 
this role, he will 
be responsible 
for strategy 
development and 
execution for the 
ACO marketing 
organization 
and serve as a 
member of the 
North American 
leadership team. 

AgReliant Genetics has named Craig 
Newman as its president and chief 
executive offi cer, effective July 1, 2012. 
Newman brings 33 years of experience in 
the seed business to the position, having 
previously served as vice president of 
sales and marketing for AgReliant and 
in various management roles with Akin 
Seed and Callahan Seeds, which later 
became part of AgReliant Genetics. 

PRODUCT NEWS
BASF has reached an exclusive supply 
agreement with Monsanto Company 
for fungicide seed treatments for 
cotton and soybeans in North America. 
Monsanto’s next generation Acceleron 
seed treatment products for soybeans 
and cotton will contain F500—the 
same active ingredient found in 
Headline fungicide—and the innovative 
Xemium fungicide, which is expected 
to be registered by the United States 
Environmental Protection Agency 
this year. A new generation of the 
carboxamide class of chemistry, Xemium 
provides superior control of key soybean 
and cotton diseases. 

EnviroLogix Inc. has expanded 
its product platform offerings to a 
molecular level with the introduction 
of DNAble–the fi rst commercially-
available isothermal DNA test platform 
for plant pathogen detection. DNAble 
is a nucleic acid-based testing platform 
which isothermally amplifi es a target 
genome for pathogen detection in less 
than 20 minutes. DNAble utilizes nicking 
enzymes to open the double-stranded 
structure of DNA for amplifi cation. 
DNAble allows the user to accurately 
detect pathogens on-site, with excellent 
sensitivity and specifi city.

Evogene Ltd. has launched Athlete 4.0, 
a new version of its technology for the 
discovery of novel genes for improving 
plant performance. To date, Evogene 
has discovered over 3,000 novel genes 
relating to key plant traits such as yield, 
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drought tolerance, fertilizer utilization 
and plant disease resistance, through 
earlier versions of the Athlete and 
validated in plants. Patents have been 
fi led or granted with respect to all of 
these discoveries. The new Athlete 4.0 
relies on a series of proprietary tools 
and algorithms, which substantially 
accelerates Evogene’s gene discovery 
capabilities by integrating multiple levels 
of plant data types.

BUSINESS NEWS
Bayer CropScience has acquired the 
germplasm assets of ProSoy Genetics, 
the soybean breeding division of 
privately-held Thompson Agronomics
based in Leland, Iowa. The acquisition 
broadens the maturity range of soybean 
germplasm available to Bayer’s existing 
breeding efforts, and also provides a 
vehicle for delivering Bayer’s LibertyLink 
and other desirable traits into the 
Midwestern marketplace. 

Switzerland-based Glencore International 
Plc. has acquired all of the issued and 
outstanding shares of Canadian-based 
Viterra Inc. for CDN$16.25 per share. The 
acquisition of Viterra is consistent with 
Glencore’s strategy of strengthening its 
position as one of the global leaders in 
grain and oilseeds markets. According 
to Glencore, Viterra’s portfolio of assets 
in Canada and Australia will allow the 
company to build upon its position as 
one of the world’s largest commodity 
suppliers, and provide the opportunity 
to leverage Glencore’s extensive global 
networks. As a result of the asset sale 
agreements Glencore has entered 
into with Agrium Inc. and Richardson 
International Limited, the transaction 
is expected to result in the creation of a 
more robust competitive landscape for 
Canadian farmers.

INCOTEC and KeyGene have 
announced their strategic collaboration 
on DNA-based single nucleotide 

polymorphisms technology. Together 
with INCOTEC, KeyGene will develop, 
identify and select SNPs from a number 
of crops and use them for testing 
hybrid purity and variety verifi cation. 
For each crop a proprietary set of SNPs 
will be developed and tested on broad 
germplasm collections originating from 
all over the world. Both companies will 
make these unique SNP sets available 
for a broad range of seed companies. 
The development and commercialization 
of the SNP sets will be developed for 
vegetables as well as fi eld crops such as 
corn, sunfl ower and cotton.

Syngenta and Novozymes have 
reached a global agreement under which 
Syngenta will work with Novozymes 
to commercialize JumpStart, a seed-
applied biological which increases 
phosphate solubility in the soil. The 
two companies will jointly develop the 
market for JumpStart in combination 
with Syngenta’s Seed Care portfolio 
on crops including cereals and corn. 
The agreement extends the geographic 
potential of JumpStart, currently sold 
mainly in North America, to the rest of 
the world.

BGI, the world’s largest genomics 
organization, and the International 
Crops Research Institute for the 
Semi-Arid Tropics have jointly signed 
a memorandum of understanding for 
a long-term collaboration on applied 
genomics research and molecular 
breeding. The partnership aims to 
enhance precision of breeding programs 
for semi-arid tropic crops by using next-
generation sequencing technologies 
towards crop improvement for 
sustainable food production, particularly 
in the drylands of Asia and Sub-Saharan 
Africa. 

A new collaboration between 
BioDiagnostics Inc. and Douglas 
Scientifi c LLC promises to open the 
world of DNA-based testing tools to 
entirely new audiences in the food and 
fi ber industries. BDI plays an important 
role in the advancement of DNA-based 
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technologies by providing a wide range 
of genetic testing services to the seed 
industry. This collaboration with Douglas 
Scientifi c allows BDI to triple its testing 
capacity and reduce the cost of each 
data point by more than half compared to 
its previous testing methods.

The Two Blades Foundation has 
completed a non-exclusive license 
agreement with Monsanto Company
for access to the TAL Code technology 
for genome engineering in plants. The 
Transcription Activator Like effector 
code technology is based on novel 
sequence-specifi c DNA-binding proteins 
that can be designed quickly and easily 
to recognize virtually any sequence of 
interest. The application of these tools 
in plants will accelerate improvements 
in crop growth and development. The 
license agreement will aid Monsanto’s 
mission to develop high-quality products 
for sustainable agriculture through 
science-based solutions.

INDUSTRY NEWS
Rijk Zwaan researchers have been 
involved in developing a new breeding 
technique known as reverse breeding. 
With reverse breeding, once breeders 
have identifi ed an exceptionally strong 
plant they can then use it to produce the 

parental lines necessary for developing 
a new variety. This provides breeders 
with a novel method of developing 
better varieties. Since the technique can 
also be applied to breeding most of the 
major food crops, this can be regarded 
as a breakthrough, as refl ected by the 
coverage in Nature Genetics–the result of 
close collaboration between Rijk Zwaan 
and researchers from Wageningen 
University in the Netherlands and UC 
Davis, University of California in the 
United States.

According to scientists at the University 
of Texas in Austin, seed size is controlled 
by small RNA molecules inherited 
from a plant’s mother, a discovery that 
has implications for agriculture and 
understanding plant evolution. Jeff Chen, 
professor in Plant Molecular Genetics at 
The University of Texas, and colleague 
David Baulcombe at the University of 
Cambridge have provided the fi rst genetic 
evidence that seed development is 
controlled by maternally inherited, small 
interfering RNAs, or siRNAs. These new 
fi ndings will enable scientists to develop 
biotechnological tools for improving seed 
production and crop yield. The research 
has been published in the journal PNAS.

A United States Department of 
Agriculture scientist has shown 

researchers and plant breeders a better 
way to handle the massive amounts of 
data being generated by plant molecular 
studies, using an approach that should 
help speed up the development of 
improved crop varieties. By using a 
statistical approach known as genomic 
selection, scientists can capture and 
exploit more of the data produced by the 
growing number of studies focused on 
DNA sequences found in plant genomes. 
The research has been published in the 
April 2012 issue of Agricultural Research
magazine.

Established in 2006 to address the global 
shortage of trained plant breeders, the 
University of California, Davis Plant 
Breeding Academy is a professional 
certifi cate program that covers the 
fundamentals and the most recent 
developments in plant breeding theory 
and practice. Participants attend six 
six-day sessions at UC Davis, hearing 
from instructors who are internationally 
recognized experts in plant breeding and 
seed technology. The 2012 PBA class 
begins in September and applications 
are now being accepted. Several changes 
are being made to address the most 
recent development in plant breeding 
theory and practice, including an 
expanded section on molecular marker 
use, genome selection, non-replicated 
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designs, GxE and more. In addition, Rita Mumm, director of 
the Illinois Plant Breeding Center, has been added as a core 
lecturer.

The National Association of Plant Breeders will hold its 
annual meeting August 6-8, 2012 in Indianapolis, Ind., with the 
theme “Sustaining Life through Plant Improvement.” The annual 
meeting is an opportunity for breeders and allied scientists 
to stay updated on recent innovations in plant science and to 
discuss public policy issues relevant to plant breeding. The 
meeting also provides an important venue for graduate students 
to present their research, meet with potential employers, and 
become acquainted with plant breeding graduate students from 
other universities. 

The R.C. Thomas Company has launched a new audio training 
program to help sales reps train in the comfort of their offi ce 
or home or as they drive through their sales territories. Just in 
time for the North American planting season, this new digital 
download or audio training CD, titled “Planting Customers,” is 
designed to give sales reps a blueprint on executing the number 
one customer contact of the entire year—visiting customer 
planters as they plant. “You have to be at the planter when your 
customers are planting your products, especially when those 
customers are planting your products for the very fi rst time,” 
says Rod Osthus, president of R.C. Thomas Company. “You 
have to make sure they are planting your products properly in 
the right fi eld, and that they understand how they will need to 
manage them throughout the growing season.”

Proponents of both agricultural biotechnology and organic 
agriculture have no choice but work together in Africa if 
the continent is to achieve food security, according to Clive 
James, founder and chair of the International Service for the 
Acquisition of Agri-biotech Applications. “We have to use 
the best of agricultural biotechnology and organic agricultural 
technology and create effective synergies to ensure that 
we stand up to the task of feeding Africa’s rapidly growing 
population, projected to hit 1.9 billion by 2050. Conventional 
agriculture will not do this alone,” said James. “African 
countries like Kenya, which is planning to commercialize 
its fi rst GM crop by 2014 could emulate the example already 
being set by Brazil which is harnessing the best of both 
agricultural biotechnology and organic agriculture to feed its 
huge population.”

ONLINE RESOURCES FOR THE SEED INDUSTRY

Hear from some of the bright lights in the 
seed industry. The publishers of Seed World 
interviewed various attendees of the American 
Seed Trade Association Vegetable and Flower 
Seed Conference in Tampa, Fla. Hear from 
Diane Blazek of the National Garden Bureau and 
All-America Selections, Kelly Keithly of Keithly-
Williams Seeds, Norm Sissons of Monsanto, 
Andy LaVigne of ASTA and more.

Find the Giant Views of the Industry video series 
at SEEDWORLD.COM

TED Talk on Seed
Carl Peterson of 
Peterson Farms 
Seed recently 
gave a “TED Talk” 
at TEDx Fargo, a 
smaller offshoot 
of the main TED 
conference that 
gives communities 
the opportunity to stimulate dialogue through 
TED-like experiences at the local level. 
Peterson’s talk was on “Feeding Our Growing 
Population,” and his goal was to get non-ag 
people to think seriously about the challenges 
of feeding the world. The video’s main message 
is that there is no “feel good” magic bullet to 
ending hunger, but that agriculture, and seed, 
can provide real solutions.

YOUTUBE.COM/WATCH?V=XG9PMPBAJ64

Buzzing About Bees
Bayer CropScience has launched a new 
bee health component of its U.S. website, 
highlighting the important role bees play in 
agriculture and underscoring Bayer’s ongoing 
commitment to ensuring honey bee health. 
Visitors to the website can find out more about 
the important role bees and pollination play in 
agriculture, meet Bayer’s resident bee expert, 
learn how Bayer is working to protect honey 
bees and the ways Bayer’s product stewardship 
practices positively affect honey bee health.

BAYERCROPSCIENCE.US/OUR-COMMITMENT/
BEE-HEALTH

Keep up with all the seed industry events. Visit 
SeedQuest.com for a calendar of events.
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Over the past year 
as chairman, 
I  have  been 

i m p r e s s e d  b y  t h e 
tremendous number of 
issues the American 
Seed Trade Association 
addresses on behalf of 
our industry. These 
issues have been all 
across the board ranging 
from burdensome and 
disrupt ive laws and 
regulations to biotech 
trait patent expiration. 
We have weighed in on 
international treaties 

and worked to create an environment where all production 
systems (i.e. biotech, conventional, identity preserved and 
organic) can be successful. We have focused on eliminating 
international barriers to trade and proactively advocated our 
industry needs for investment and infrastructure at the state, 
federal and international levels. All of these activities support 
a positive climate so our businesses have a great chance to 
succeed in achieving their goals and aspirations.

ASTA has a talented professional staff who help the 
industry tackle these issues. While these people are extremely 
dedicated, we would not achieve all of the progress we enjoy 
without the engagement of our members. We are truly a 
member-driven organization, and the collective strength of 
our members’ efforts in combination with ASTA staff makes 
it all work.

Visits with government officials have become one of 
ASTA’s key activities. This is important at the local, state and 
federal levels. We need to tell our story—otherwise, our issues 
will most likely not be considered. This grassroots approach 
is so powerful. It helps officials understand that the issues we 
bring forward impact the businesses, jobs and constituents in 
their areas. Once we start this relationship, we would like to 
see it turn into an on-going dialogue.

In conjunction with the 129th Annual Convention in 
Washington, D.C., we have created a great opportunity for 
you to visit your representatives and senators. We are calling 
this event “Storm the Hill Day,” and we expect at least 100 
members, spouses and children to participate. The timing will 

Make Your Voice Heard

coincide with the new Farm Bill debate, which is in full swing. 
Every title of the current Farm Bill contains language that 
impacts our industry. Key programs where we would like to 
see continued support include the National Plant Germplasm 
System, the Germplasm Enhancement of Maize, USDA 
Cooperator Programs (i.e. the Market Access Program and 
the Foreign Market Development program) and a number 
of provisions that protect seed growers with the same rights 
as commodity growers. We are also very interested in seed 
research (ARS), Foreign Agricultural Service programs, the 
National Organic Program and conservation programs.

The future of the seed industry is extremely bright. We 
have evolved into a critical enabling player in driving food 
security, productivity, sustainability, alternative energy and 
environmental conservation. However, with this recognition 
comes a responsibility to continue to deliver results. This will 
be a challenge in the face of volatile markets and growing 
seasons. Our continued success depends on knowing we 
have a business structure that respects intellectual property 
rights, which opens markets and makes the movement of seed 
more fluid. Each region and species group has its own special 
challenges which deserve attention. We hope you all take the 
opportunity to tell your story and make your voice heard! 

Mike Gumina, Vice President of Production and Safety, 
Health, Environment/Risk Management, Pioneer Hi-Bred and 
Outgoing Chairman of the American Seed Trade Association

We have evolved into a critical enabling 
player in driving food security, productivity, 

sustainability, alternative energy and 
environmental conservation.
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